The asymmetric unit of the inorganic-organic hybrid salt, poly[aqua[ 4 -bis(2-methyllactato)borato]rubidium], [Rb(C 8 H 12 BO 6 )(H 2 O)] n , comprises a rubidium cation, a bis(2-methyllactato)borate anion, and a water molecule of crystallization. The rubidium cation is pseudo-octahedrally coordinated by five O atoms from four bis(2-methyllactato)borate ligands and by a water molecule. The presence of four coordinating O atoms within the anion lead to the formation of a polymeric three-dimensional framework structure that is consolidated by additional O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonding interactions.
data reports planes of the two five-membered rings is 89.30 (14) . The rubidium cation is sixfold coordinated by one water molecule (O7) and five O atoms (O1, O6
i , O6 ii , O3 iii and O5; symmetry codes as in Table 1 ) from four bis(2-methyllactato)borate ligands, one of which coordinates in a bidentate mode (Table 1 ). The presence of four coordinating oxygen atoms per anion leads to the formation of a three-dimensional framework structure. Additional hydrogen bonds between the water molecules and one of the O atoms of the BO 4 tetrahedron (O5) and one of the carbonyl O atoms (O3) stabilizes the structural set-up (Fig. 2 , Table 2 ).
Synthesis and crystallization
The title compound was synthesized by reacting 2-methyllactic acid, boric acid and rubidium carbonate (molar ratio 4:2:1) in double distilled water. Slow evaporation of the solvent yielded good quality crystals within a period of 50 days. Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å ,  ) .
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Figure 1
The asymmetric unit of the title compound showing the atom numbering with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 25% probability level.
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IUCrData ( Special details Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. Refinement. H atoms of the water molecule were discernable from difference Fourier maps and were refined with a distance constraint of d(O-H) = 0.85 (2) Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (O 
